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The Lesson of Brokeback Mountain

Recently I visited my daughter, Karen, who lives
in Arizona. We went to see the movie, Brokeback
Mountain, which is now getting a lot of media
attention, and has received several nominations for
academy awards. It was a painful story to watch, but
beautifully illustrated the dilemma of being born
gay.

The movie has opened in theaters across Japan
and I wonder if you have seen it. Brokeback
Mountain is the story of two young men who were
assigned to tend sheep on a mountain during the
summer of 1963. In that isolated setting they realize
that they are attracted to each other in a sexual way.
Yet, because they know the hatred in society for
gays, they try to reject their orientation and dutifully
marry young women and become parents.

The subject of Gay Rights has become a very hot
issue here in the U.S. mainly because fundamentalist
Christians have banded together to become a strong
political force. They are fighting very hard against
allowing gay persons to marry and have spousal
rights, arguing that to allow gay marriage would
somehow damage marriage in general and would
destroy the basis of our family system.

Because of this condemnation gays feel from
society, many young people, like the young men
in Brokeback Mountain, deny their gay orientation
and are pressured into marriage. I know personally
of several situations like this that ended in divorce
after the gay partner realized it was impossible for
them to pretend to be “straight” the rest of their life.
Two of these cases were missionary friends of ours
in Japan. Many times children are involved, and of
course any time parents divorce, life is made more
complicated for the children. So, ironically,
pressuring gays to live “straight” often ends up
hurting families more than if society simply
encouraged gays to commit to each other and form
stable relationships.

I hope that as a result of the movie Brokeback
Mountain, more parents will examine their own
prejudices about homosexuality and get used to the
idea that some people are just born that way.
Wouldn’t real love mean that we learn to be broad
minded enough to accept and encourage our
children regardless of their sexual orientation?

—June Seat, APJapan Founder and Consultant
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