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Dear AP Friends:

Here we are enjoying another springtime, which

brings us the thrill of another season of cherry
blossoms, azaleas, mums, and all sorts of fresh veggies
and fruit later on.

I hope you and your family came through the winter
unscathed by the threat of Covid or other illness. The
one thing that has dampened the spirits of all of us in
the free world is the attack Russian’s Putin has made
on the peace-loving folks in Ukraine. I read that Japan
is allowing some Ukrainians to come into Japan, and I
was happy for that.

Here in the U.S., we are trying to provide help for
thousands of Afghans who escaped the Taliban threat
to their lives. My daughter Kathy and I have been
helping an Afghan Family of eight since the first of
December.

It has been a very busy time, especially for Kathy, as
we helped them settle into a house, got the children
their necessary shots and enrolled into schools here in
Liberty. The big hurdle has been getting them licensed
to drive. The father and 17-year-old had both driven in
Afghanistan. The son soon passed the written test. The
father, however, does not know English and has failed
the written test five times. Next week he will use an
interpreter and try again. Their attitude is “Never give
up!” so I believe they will overcome any of the hurdles
before them.

They are a warm, loving family who immediately
informed us we are “family.” The husband and wife call
me “Mother” and the seven children call me
“Grandmother.” Sadly, they got separated from their
older son during that stressful time in the Kabul airport
last August. We would like to bring him safely to the
U.S. as soon as possible.

Last weekend I attended a fun birthday party for
Asma their daughter who just turned nine. Kathy had
also invited some of the other folks who have helped
the Family in their adjustment to this country.

Besides my new Afghan Family members, I have
another very special new family member. Kathy’s
daughter, Katrina, and her husband Ryan have a baby
daughter, Nina Irene, born February 9, which makes
me a Great-grandmother. I happily met her this week;
she is precious!

I hope your AP classes are going well. It is a joyful
experience to reach out to another Family and help
them become more complete, whether they are Afghan,
Ukrainian, or Japanese.

June Seat, Founder & Friend, APJapan
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