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Hello Friends: “Still Walking”

“Radishes (daikon) are genius!” Mother
says as she and her daughter Chinami
prepare food for the family’s annual
reunion to commemorate the death of the
elder son Jumpei who died saving the life of
a boy fifteen years earlier. She goes on, “No
matter how you fix daikon, they are good.”

This is the opening scene in the movie, Still
Walking.

Ryota and his new wife, a widow with a
son, soon arrive. Ryo is the second son who
never measured up to Jumpei, who was set
to become a doctor who could take over
their father’s clinic someday.

Father is 72 years old and seems to feel
alienated from the others in the family.
Now that he is retired he takes his walks
and escapes to his office pretending to be
busy.

It was nostalgic for us to hear again “Blue
Light Yokohama” which the mother in the
movie admitted was her favorite. It was a
hit in 1968-9 during our first years in
Japan.

I was intrigued by the family dynamics,
and ended up watching it for the second
time yesterday.

Almost as interesting as the movie, was
the interview with Director Hirokazu
Koreeda after the movie. The mother,
Koreeda says, is exactly like his own
mother. A voice over at the end says, “Mom
bickered with Dad until the day he died.”

He said the story is autobiographical, and
he sees himself in the character of Ryo.

One of the sad parts is that Ryo feels he
never could live up to his parents’
expectations and that he has always been a
disappointment to them.

Possibly one of the best gifts we can give
our children is to be very careful about
putting our own specific expectations on
them.

Of course from our study of family
relationships through AP, we can see many
points where this family needs to work on
their exchanges, just as we continue trying
to improve our own communication skills.

June Seat, APJapan Founder and Friend
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