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“Friendships During Covid-19”

Six years ago I shared about the ability of our
grandson Carl, who was starting first grade then,
to make friends. His mom was especially worried
since his friends from kindergarten had been put
into other classrooms. But Carl quickly made a
new friend. Shortly after school started, though,
seven-year-old Carl came home with a case of
head lice.

I wrote in 2014: “When Carl went back to
school he told his new friend that he had had
head lice. His friend said, ‘If you have head lice,
then I want head lice’ and put his head against
Carl’s!

Well, it seems that Carl has found a true and
faithful friend in his new classroom. And his
mother can relax about that issue.

But as we more experienced parents know,
each stage of Carl’s life will bring other issues and
New concerns.

By sharing AP skills, we are giving parents
tools that can help their children face each issue
in their life with courage and the ability to make
wise decisions.”

Now in 2020 Carl and his mother, along with
all the rest of us, are facing a serious and totally
new challenge. As with all children Carl’s age, the
Covid-19 pandemic has placed them in a tough
situation.

Many children, Carl included, have been doing
their classwork and meeting their teachers
through Zoom rather than risking the classroom.
Of course, this way of isolated learning greatly
curtails the children’s social development from
their interaction with other students.

The real danger, it seems at least in the U.S., is
with the older teens who are in college. They tend
to flaunt the recommendations and continue their
parties with their peers in the dorms and other
places. The statistics for the virus has risen
considerably since the universities opened for on-
campus classes this fall.

Young people in the U.S. have had a particular
disadvantage, as their president, who should act
as a role model, has made light of wearing a mask.
Even after he caught the virus himself, he came
out saying “don’t worry about Covid-19”"—even
though 220,000 Americans have already died of
the coronavirus.

In two weeks the United States will elect a new
president, at least that is the wish of millions of us
getting our votes in early or by going to the polls
on November 3. Hopefully, all Americans will
soon have a new role model who will show them a
better way to be responsible during this time of
crisis in our world

My wish for you and your family is for you to
be safe --and super supportive of each other .

--June Seat, Founder & Friend, APJapan
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